Winter Camp Park
A Community Gathering Place
 ———————————

November 2024
End-of-the-Season Update

Winter Camp Park is being built and maintained solely with contributions of
funding, time and talents of neighbors within The Woods community. The park
is open to all Homeowners, Residents, and their Guests.

NO MEMBERSHIPS, NO FEES!

Our goal is to continue to create and maintain it solely with volunteer funding.
It is privately owned by some homeowners and is NOT associated with
WHOA, PVP, or The Woods Club.

Donations are greatly appreciated!

Winter Camp Park Tenth Anniversary Celebration

Would you believe that it's been 10 years since we purchased the land which is
now Winter Camp Park! 15 July 2015 was the date that we purchased it!

Before "The Woods Community" was built, this land was a family hunting lodge
for decades. When the owner passed away in 2015, his family decided to sell it
and we heard what some investors wanted to do with it: another hunting lodge,
more homes or apartments, motocross area, etc. With no zoning, it could have
been anything! So, some of us got together and purchased the land because
we felt the need to 'protect’ our community. Our goal was, and still is, to build a
park where all Woods residents can come and enjoy the beautiful surroundings
that we call "Home". You can read how we started this endeavor by going to
the - Winter Camp Park History Tab.
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Since the purchase, we have removed old structures and dozens and dozens
of dangerous and diseased trees, added gravel roads, walkways and parking
spaces, built 2 pavilions, an event stage and a restroom.

We would like to thank you, The Woods community, Friends of the Park and
our Corporate Friends for providing monies and your attendance at all the
different events and socials these past years. You have proven to us and to
The Woods community that if an idea is good for the community, folks will
support it and come and have fun. What you don't hear or see are the number
of folks who use the park for hiking, eating at the pavilions, walking their dogs,
letting kids run around, holding band practice and just enjoying the peaceful
and beautiful surroundings. Don't you just love the "gnomes"?

With that stated, please mark your calendar for30 August 2025 (Saturday),
Labor Day Weekend! We will hold a 10-year celebration to thank The Woods
community and our Corporate Sponsors and to commemorate the protection of
this area for the community's use.

Work Complete in 2024

The Winter Camp Park (WCP) partners appreciate your continuing support to
the park!

We all remember the August storm that came through the community that
caused havoc for many. We also had our share. Culverts were totally blocked,
and we lost a lot of road gravel into the wooded areas. After cleaning up the
mess, we added 40 tons of gravel and crusher by the restroom and entrance.

Over the past three months, there has been some beautification
enhancements done at the park. Zach Uccellini (Rob and Amy’s youngest son)
completed a project for his Eagle Scout Badge at the park. He and the rest of
Troop 37, with oversight by their parents, used our surplus blocks and built a
retaining wall next to the restroom for us to plant shrubs and flowers. Thanks to
the troop for their outstanding work. It isn’t going anywhere!

While the above project was progressing, we had the opportunity to talk to the
Scout Master and agreed that Troop 37 can use WCP as their "Home

Base”. We have set aside an area that they will be able to use that is away
from the normal park usage, and the scouts will help us around the park — win-
win!

Also, Rob (owner of Potomac Valley Home Services), a neighbor who is
constantly busy throughout the community, volunteered one of his construction
toys and operator to backfill the garden wall and add topsoil. They also
provided significant effort in removing all the stumps and trees to the left of the
restroom, removed inches of debris in the creek behind the restroom to the
culverts and removed the debris in front of the large culverts at the back end of
the park, in addition to the site preparation for the Eagle Scout project. Thank
You Rob and Dave!

Finally, on 9 November, Alex Uccellini (Rob and Amy’s middle son) and his
fraternity brothers (Lambda Chi Alpha - LXA) from Shepherd University walked




our park creek and removed debris as a service project which will help the
water flow. We were unable to move the large stones/boulders, but if anyone
has a backhoe and would like to volunteer their services, contact us here.

Find the pictures below and read what was found!!!

August Storm Damage

Front Culverts
Blockage from
August storm

Back Culverts
Blockage from
August storm

Entrance Damage

Eagle Scout Project



mailto:wintercamppark@wintercamppark.com

Potomac Valley Home Services
cleaning the area for the Eagle
Scout Project and adding additional
parking areas.

Fraternity Creek Cleanup




Then tackling the debris behind the
restroom

bridge

Final results on both sides of the entrance culverts. Stones, limbs and




branches removed. Great Job Guys!!!

Crawfish or Crayfish?

Did you know that we have Crawfish and/or Crayfish at the park? While
cleaning the creek and removing the large stones, the guys found them
underneath the stones, and they varied in size with some close to 4 inches.
None were harmed, but they were moved to an area that had some deep
water.

Which term you use may depend much on where you live. Louisianans most
often say crawfish, whereas Northerners are more likely to say crayfish.
People from the West Coast or Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Kansas often use
the term crawdad.

Do You Use Winter Camp Park?

Do you walk your dog in the park?

Do you take personal walks in the park?

Do you attend events throughout the season?
Do you use the pavilions?

PLEASE contribute funds to the park so that it can remain free.
Make your check out to "Winter Camp Park" and mail to:

Winter Camp Park
1888 Wintercamp Trail
Hedgesville, WV 25427

or use our Donate/PayPal link.

Enhancements to the park are contingent on funding availability. We would like
to do the following soon:

e Even though the restroom is ADA compliant, we would like to add a
concrete pad and ramp for easier access.
¢ Add a concrete pad under pavilion #1.



https://www.wintercamppark.com/donate

Where did Everything Go?

Event Stage

Pavilion #1

On 2 Nov, it was time to pack up the park for the season. Our end-of-the-
season closing included inventory, stacking picnic tables and chairs, closing
the restroom, removing the badminton/volleyball net, removing the stage cover
and turning off the utilities. The park is still open during the winter months for
biking and walking. Certain areas have been blocked for vehicle traffic and
please be careful where you park and walk!

Personal THANKS to all the volunteers who made the work easy; in and out
within 90 minutes!

The park will reopen with our weekly Wednesday Social on 2 Apr 2025.

2025 Opening Day Cleanup

Mark your calendar for our annual cleanup day on 29 March (Saturday) at 9am
(weather permitting). We will need folks with backpack blowers and heavy-duty
hand blowers. Even if you do not have a blower, we need folks to walk the
main areas and remove any down branches and limbs to make the folks
blowing the leaves easier.

We will need to reset all the picnic tables and chairs, turn on all the utilities,
and clean the interior of the restroom after the winter months.




Keep your fingers crossed that we do not lose any trees during the winter
months. If so, we will need chainsaws.

Watch for future newsletters for more details.

Park & Pavilion Activities

Yes, the pavilions and the event stage in the park are available to be reserved
by Woods homeowners and residents for personal use, as was used many,
many times this year. The pavilions were reserved for birthday parties, farewell
parties, band practices, committee meetings and discussion groups, family
reunions and golf group gatherings and even several weddings.

WHOA held their annual Spring and Fall festivals with food, live music, kids'
activities and vendors.

If you have not had a chance to attend our Wednesday night socials, you have
missed out on great food and friends!

If you need to reserve the pavilion(s) or the event stage, please go to

our Reserve Facilities Form. Before filling out the form, please check

the Calendar first to ensure it is available on the day and time you want it.
Please read the Facilities form carefully. Donations for using the facilities are
greatly appreciated and critical to the maintenance, operation, taxes,
insurance, IT support, and upkeep of the park, including electric/water bills,
grass cutting, etc.

Free Firewood

While the fraternity was tackling the creek in the afternoon, we had tree
trimmers take down some dead trees that were next to pavilion #1, in front of
the restroom and next to the event stage, as well as trees that fell behind the
park entrance sign. The trees were cut into 8/10-foot logs and are available to
the community for FREE; you need to cut and split them yourself. There are
around 15-20 logs.

If you need someone to show you what you can take, please email ushere.
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Neighbors and Friends of Winter Camp Park

FRIEND

Winter Camp Park
A Conununity Gathering Place
2024

We continue to invite all Woods neighbors to join us as a Friend of Winter
Camp Park! With the continued support of our community, we will be able to
further enhance the Park for the whole Woods Community to enjoy. For more
details on becoming a “Friend” check out our Contribute page.

The park is open for use by the Woods community and their guests. When we
decided to start this endeavor, our intent was to fund the initial purchase and
cleanup of the area and to “request” donations from the community to operate
and increase the park’s capability. When you reserve any of our facilities, we
politely ask that you consider a donation to the park. Just like any other
recreational facility, we have bills to pay. Our estimated expenses for 2025 will
be around $14,800.

What are the funds used for?

Description Estimated Expenses
Utility (Electric/Water/Sewer) $900
Accountant/Tax Services $2500
IT Support $1200
Lawn Care $1200
Operating Supplies $700
Real Estate Taxes $1600
Property Insurance $1700
Tree Removal/Maintenance $5000

Corporate Friends of Winter Camp Park



https://www.wintercamppark.com/donate

Five years ago, we started the Corporate Friends initiative asking businesses
that serve the Woods residents to become a yearly corporate sponsor of the
park. Letters are sent to those, asking for renewal, and to other businesses
which support the Woods community to participate in this program for a yearly
minimal donation of $250. As you click on the corporate sponsors' logo below,
it will take you to their respective website or email address. If you use any of
our supporters, mention that you saw their ad in the WCP Newsletter and
thank them for their support. If you or a company you know of are interested in
being a corporate sponsor, please contact us. Additionally, you can view the
Corporate Form here and print it out and just hand it to your contractor.
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